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Obf. Vi 7 E have been a long While, Reger, upon | 


the Diftempers the Nation labours un- 
der in its Naval Affairs, and tho’ we have not yet 
dpne with all the ill Symptoms of that Nature up- 
en us, tis fit we fhould intermix fomething to- 
wards a Cure, left the good honeft Britains fnould 
think our Cafe defperate ; whereas it certainly 1s 
pot fo, except we be wanting in our Management. 
(uantry-mi 1am glad to hear that, Mafter ; then 
ray go on, and let me have your Opinion. of the 
Propofals humbly offer'd by our Merchants t¢ the Con- 


fideration of the Honourable Houfe of Commons, fur pro- 


telling our Trade. 
Obj; Why, Roger; to appoint a fufficient Num- 
ber of Men of War, to guard out Soundings and 
Channel, I take to have always been the Duty of 
thofc intrufted with that Part of the executive Pow- 
er which relates to our Royal Navy ; and therefore, 
with Submiffion to the great Modefty of our Mer: 
chants, I.think -that ought to have been infilted 
npon. The Parliament has, ftom Time to Time, 
piven what Money the Government demanded for 
the Maintenance of our Fleet ; and they have ac- 
uitted themfelves, in all Refpects, {0 like good 
Patriots, that T am in they intended to make 
our Fleet capable to defend our Céafts and Mer- 
chant-Ships, as well as to annoy our Enemy ; for, 
according to the old Conjtitution of England, a 
War at Séa, infra quartuor Maria, [within the four 
Seas] was.ever reprited defenfive as to the Nation ; and 
if the Nation give Money for that End, as their 
Reprefentatives in Parliament has certainly done, 
thole who have receiv’d that.Moncy, and yet have 
not defended our Channel and Soundings, are fub- 
ject to the Cenfure of the Parliament, who gave 
it. Nor do I fee any.Need of an Act to enjoin 
the Servants of the and Nation, to perform 
a Duty which they are already oblig’d to by Law, 
re by the very Nature of the Truft repos’d in 
them. aT es 
_ For that Part of the Prapofal which would ap- 
propriate a ss Ney Guard for our Sodndings and 
Channel, and hinder them from being imploy’d in 
any Other Service whatever, our Merchants are in 
the Right (if it be found neceflary) to defirean Act 
of Parliament for it, becaufe it is a Reftriction up- 
on the execative Power, which can be granted by 
no lefs Authority, than that of Queen and Partlia- 
ment: For we nwuft always take Care to keep clear 
Marches betwixt the Legi(lature and executive Pow- 
cr, left we opprefs our Parliamefits with too much 
Bufinefs, and lofe our Conftitution. Without them, 
no Law can be made ; but tis enough for them to 
make Laws for the Nation, and to give Money to 
enable the executive Power to fée the Laws put in 
Execation, and to call thofe to an, Account, who are 
chargeable with Failures in their refpective Polts, 
without beirig troubl’d to put the Laws m Execu- 
tion themfelves : Yet, I mut own, that.Laws have 
feldom been executed fo well, as when Committees 
of Parliament have, with the Confent of the Sove- 
raign, been aprointed to fee them put in- Executi- 
on, But whether any Thing of this Nature be fit 
for the prefent J be 1éft, as in 
it ought, to their Determination. . . 


~~ ——s 


Obf. No, Roger, 1 {peak -plain Englifb, and de- 
fign nothing by what I fay, but the Prefe‘vation of 
our happy Conftitution : For ‘tis not the In«ercit of 
any Subje&t of. Great Britain, that 111 Men, who 
may,at any Tite get into Places of Power and 
Truft, fhould have fuch a Loop-hole to creep out 
at, as a Pretence, that they muft have a particular 
Act of Parhament to dire&t’em in the Exectation 
of any part of an Office which js authoriz’d by the 
Soveraign and Parliament, as all the Officcs depen- 
ding on the Crown, are well known to be. 

Conntry-m. Pray give me. your Opimioh of the 
re{t of their Propofals, Mafter. — 

Obf. 1 perfeétly agree with their fecond Propofaf, 
Roger, viz. ‘ That confidering the Strength of the 
Brek ang Dunkirk Squadrons, and the valt Num- 
“ bers of Privateers that {warm on our Coafts, that 
“ befides the mame Men of War appointed for the 





“ ent to guard the Soundings and Chanucl, fitnce 
“ our Coafts are fo very much extended by the 
“‘ Union.. Nor dol fee what can be objected to 
their Piopofal of dividing thofe Men of War into 
xfi 3d Rates, fiftcen 4th Rates, and nine 5th Rates, 
to be annually appointed for that End; and if we 
any co able.Sesvice from them, thet 
they fhould be clean’d twice per Annum, at leaft; 
is very xeafonable ; for if they be foul, they can 
neuher keep up with our Merchant-Men they are 
to guard, nor purfue the Enemy’s light and nim- 
ble Ships. And, that the .Namber can’t be le‘s 
than the Merchants defire, I think is evident, Roger, 
from the rueful Accounts we have mention’d 
which prove, that the Coafts of Britain and Ireland 
have been in a ananner befieg’d, and the narrow 
Seas cover’d with French Men of War and Priva-. 
teers {ince Fanuary laft, which has occafion’d fo 
much Lofs and Difgrace to us. : ! 
Country-me, 1 am perfectly of your Mid, Matter, 
but it rejoyces the Cockles of poor Roger’s Country 
Heart, to find the Queen and Parliament fo intent 
upon a Redrefs of thofe Diforders,, and to perceive, 
by our publick Prints, that her Majefty’s Ship the 
Dover has fent into Plymouth a French Privateer of 
26 Guns and 160 Men, and that two Dutch Priva- 
teers have brought into Portfmouth another French 
Privateer of 32 Guns and 290 Men. This fhows 
what Cruifers, appointed in proper Stations, might 
do ; and I take it as a Foretafte of thofe Bleffings 
we may promife our Selves from the Endeavours of 
the Queen.and Parliament, to {cour the Seas, and 
rotect out Trade. But, at the fame Time, Maffer, 
{mut obferve the Neceffity of a fiifficient Number 
of Cruxfers and Convoys to guard our far extended 
oafts from that unhappy Inftance from Belfaf, 
hat a Faench Privatcer has lately taken a Virginia 
Ship of 16 Guns out of Lech-Ryan, in North Bri- 
tain, befides the Lofs of tw6 or three Ships with O- 
ranges, and one of ’em too betwixt Portfmouh and 
the Downs, which the Merchant had infisr’d at 12 
per Cent. froth that Place to the River; (a very ex- 
traordinary Rate, upon our, own Coaft. ) for which 
his Fellow-Tradess jeer’d bim: But he now makes 
Reprifals upon them, by laughing at their Negles 
to infure theirs, by which they have loft all. 
Obf. Read me the third Propofal, Roger. 





Gorath thine Propel ty * at forte 
be . “ greater 


* << ee. 
Va. VL. Numb. 33 : 
. oe ; a es s oe 


3 
. od ei 
se 
. > 
U 
i 


“¢ Coal-Trade, no Iefs than thirty more are fiuffici-’ 





— 











ps rt vie. 
r 
—_" ; 
. wr, iE DEC ee rperes . eentnanl 


ed 


- figns, without Regard to Meritt. And thus Reli- 


« oveaner Security Of Trade, aint that nee of the 
“ ‘Men of War appointed for Cruifers, may be idle 
* in Port, a Perion of Rank may conitantiy retide, | 
“ Winter and Summer, in all tie rise where 


“ there are any Maga@ines, with full Power to iw- 
©’ perintehd over itch Co uifers, and to direct the 
. ComifiiMoner of the Navy reliding there, when 
“© atiy of ‘eth come into Port by Strefs of Weather, 
“or to clean or refit, immediately to farnith them 
¢ with all Neceflaries, and command them out a- 
“¢ cain as foon asclean’d and refitted, without ftay- 
ng for Orders from the Admira'ty-Office at Lon- 
“ don; the waiting for which, has encourag’d the 
“<< French Privateers to cruife off of the Downs, Port/- 
« mouth, Plymouth, Falmouth, and other Ports, at 
“the Time her Majelty’s Men of War have been 
“there, well knowing their Commanders durft 
“ not go out after them for want of Orders, with- 
““out ninning the Venture of lofmg thei Com- 
© millions. 

Obf, Tnimy Opinion, Reger, the Commiffioners of 
tlie Navy refiding in thofe Ports, are as ht tobe intru- 
{ted with that Power the Merchants {peak of, as they 
were in the Parliament-times, provided there be the 
fame Cate taken that they be Men of Probity and 
Capacity. They had then a Power to turn out 
Captaius and other Ofhcers, when they fail’d intheit 
Duty, and would have made the greateft of them 
tremble, if they bad infulted a Magiftrate for put- 
ting the Laws in Execution againft them for Swear- 
tz, or any othet Crime. They would not have 
fatterd them to be a-fhore, when’ a Wind offer’d 
fair to fail with any Fleet under theif Convoy; nor 
durft the Ship's Crew have lurk’d in Bawdy-hioufes 
and Brandy-thops, and f{pread Debauchery where- 
ever they came, as they do too frequently now. | 
Belides, Ruger, there’s no Occafion, efpecially while 
we are over Head and Ears in an expenfive War, 
to mu'tiply Placesand Pofts. We have too many 
already, either for the Safety of the Crown, or Se- 
curity of the Subject. Were our publick Pofts few- 
er, and Tefs g1infuf, they would not fo frequently 
be made Invectives to Faction againit the Crown, 
dnd Inftruaments of Tyranny over the People, as 
we find they too frequently are. Hence came moft 
of thefe Party Allarms of the Danger of Church 
and State, which were founded fo high betwixt thofe 
wiio had the Pofts, and fuch as wanted them, | 
that twas enough to fet the Nation, from Time to 
Time, together by the Ears. Hence alfo it came, 
that whatever Party got into the Saddle, they were 
{o full of their private Views and Party Quarréls, 
that the common Intereft of the Nation was neg- 
lected, Bribery and omer encourag’d, and 
Men advanc'd to Pofts for Money or factious De- 


ion and Government, the Ordinances appointed 
sy God to make Men happy in_both Worlds, have 
been made a Stall to and Faction, to the ma- 
nifeit Danger of true Chriftianity, and of our no- 
bic Ccnftitution. But my Grief at thofe Things, 
carries me too far, Roger; therefore I fhall onlyadd, 
that had our Merchants, to their 1Zan of Rank, ad- 
did, that he fhould be one alfo interefted in Trade, 
fince there rid 2 wha ieorw pee age w 
have both thofe Qualities together, a 
had been habie dy sow Objections: For I find our’ 
wife Neighbours, the Dutch, when labour’d 
under the like Misiortunes, found no Way fo ef- 
{Staal to have the Seas .fcour’d, azid their Trade 
protected, us to have a good Share of the Man 
snent put into*the H of thoie who were . 


ally ntkn on antitees for with Sabmiffi~' 
on to our Superiors, it's my Opinion, that if fome- 
thing of that Method wcrc follow'a with Relation 


to our Cruifers and Convoys, it’ might fave Mo- 
ney to the Queen; and give more Satisfaction to 
the Nation. 3 


Mafter ; for 


hie 
——_ 





yeowtd 16 Doubt ferve the Queen in @ny Pot 
Mung to Cruilers aud Cohvoys, for lefs Salieri. 
than fuch Men who have little,. or perhaps notin, 
elfe to depend upon, but the Profits of their Place.’ 
And, af fach as are éntrufted with thofe Pofls, fj, 
a difcrctionary Power to command our Men of 
Watin Hartous,. to.go a cruifing, as foon as othe: 
ate oblig’d to come in to clean or refit, or at ay 
Time when Freach Men of War and Privateers jj. 
braving us on our Coafts, it would effectually pre- 
pvent thofe Loffes and Difgraces off our own Coa{is 
and the 111 Cornfequences of betraying the Orde. 
of or Men of War by mercenaty Clerks, or the 
Nation’s Enemies. © And this, Matter, I atlY the 
more apt to believe, fiom a Story I have heard, tha 
when a French Privateer lay braving in View of 
one of our Met of War, the noble Commande 
not being able to endure fuch a Difhonour, #isk’j 
is Commiffion, by failing amd taking hiny cop. 
trary to his Orders; and having ask’d the French 
Captain the Reafon of his Impudence ? the Moy. 
fieur {marily reply’d, by asking another Qneftion 
which was,, How he came to be fo impudent us to tran. 
grefs bis Orders ¢ . 
Obf. We tuft delay our farther Difcourfe on the 
Metchanis Propofals, ‘till next Time, Roger, and 
muft beg thofe Gentlemens Patience, who have 
fent us Advices of Abuics with Relation to the 
Exchange of our Sca-men, and the Difcouragements 
our Privateers meet with in taking of Prizes ; and 
likewifé concerning the unreéafonable Delays and 
Defalcations. in paying the Wages of Sca-inen de- 
ceasd : And we mult alfo defire the Patience of 
thofe who have {ent us Queries about tiat pernici- 
ous Paper, the Refearfal, Oc. {ince they find we 
have fo much other Bufinefs of Importance on our 


| Hands. 
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Advertifements. 


This Day is publifh’d, the fourth Part of 

~¥ Reflections, Moral, Comical, Satyrical, &c. on the 
Vices and Follies of the Age. Containing, 1. The Retire. 
ments or, the Poet's lait With. 2. A Pattoral upon the 
Death of Capt. John Tutchin, late Author of the Obfer- 
Vator. 3. A on Tunbridge-wells. 4. An Epiille to 
Lariffa, on her leaving me without telling the Cau. 
5. On aGentleman who took his Cloaths on Tick, 6. On 
Cenfure. 7. To Phillis. A Song. 8, The Anfwer toPhil- 
lis, 9. The World defpis’d. 10..On a Head of a College, 
who made a Moufe-trap. 11. On the prefent Debates 2- 
bout Religion, 12. The infallible Phyfician. 13. On Self- 
Intereft. 14. To a crofs young Baggage in the City. 15. 
On the French King’s fuccels againft the Confederate 
Fleet in the late War. 16. The Anfwer, 17. On feeing 
Mrs, S——th, one of the Maids of Honour. To be con- 
tinu’d occafionally. By feveral good Hands. Sohi by B. 
Bragge in Pater-Nofter-Row. Price 6d. where may b 
had the other Parts, at 6d. each. , 


Books juft publifh’d, all fold by B. Hy» 
G The Works of Mr. T. Brown, Serious, Moral, and 
Comical, in Profe and Verfe, in 3 Vol. with a Chata- 
ter of Mr. Brown,- by Dr. Drake. The Works of Sir 
Charles Sidley, Bar. The Amouts of the Court of Eng- 
land, viz. K. Charles the IJ. D. of Monmouth, D. of 
j m, L. Gray, E. of Argile. By the Author of * 
the Lady’s Travels. Sir William Cavendifh’s Memoirs of 
Wolfey. The Picture of a Favourite, in the fe- ~ 
cret Memoirs of the E. of Leicefter. Printed from an old 
M.S. *t by Dr. Drake. The Memoirs of the E. 
of a yi By ha wey the Lady’s poe em 
Court of England. ilted Bridegroom or, on- 
}don Coguet. Price 1s. The he Pair ; or, a Poem on 
imony. The Memoirs of the E. of Douglas. Th: 
New-Year’s-Gift for Batchelors ; or, @ Cure for Cur 
koldom. A Poem. Price 6d. 


¢ Compleat Sets of he Obfbtvator, or fingle Ones 
ever fince it was begun by Mr. Tutchin, to this Tum 





Count I believe are Right, 
thafe whoare Met Eite ‘concerr.’d in Trade, 
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are to be B. at the Raven in Pater-Nofter- 
| Row, ant bom = Black-Feyar in Black-Fryai* 
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